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Fanfare:

A Vision and A Dream

Fanfare: A Vision and a Dream was commissioned by the W.D. Packard
Concert Band, Warren, Ohio.

William Doud Packard and his brother, James Ward, formed the New York
and Ohio Company in 1891 to produce incandescent carbon-arc lamps
and transformers. In 1899, along with George Lewis Weiss, they built the
first automobile bearing the Packard name, a car which fast became a
respected name in the automotive industry.

Mr. Packard was a man with a vision when it came to music as well. In his
last will and testament, Packard designated that funds would be set aside
in a trust to build a music hall and finance the establishment of a band for
the "edification and entertainment of the people of Warren.” $1.4 million
was used from the trust to build the W.D. Packard Music Hall, with the
remainder of the income from the trust to be used to maintain the band.
Today, the Packard Music Hall is the center of cultural and entertainment
programs in the Warren area and averages over 150,000 attendees each
year.

Because of his generosity, Warren area residents were able to appreciate
a heritage that dates back to the 1880s. W.D. Packard took pride in this
aspect of American heritage, and his dream lives on.

Dedicated to his honor and intended as an opening fanfare for the W.D.
Packard Concert Band performances, this piece attempts to capture Mr.
Packard's ingenuity, patriotism, and generosity, as well as the deep
gratitude of the people of Warren.

- Program Note by the composer



Americans We

Americans We, first published in 1929, is as happy a piece of music as I
know. Fillmore dedicated it "to all of us,” and he meant it. It forms one
third of that great triad of marches that are the basis of our patriotic
inspiration in this positive and traditional source of such an elusive,
personal ingredient. The three marches are, of course, Fillmore's
Americans We, Bagley's National Emblem March and Sousa's The Stars
and Stripes Forever.

Americans We teams with his other great march, His Honor March, ... to
represent Henry Fillmore to all of those people he so sincerely wished to
make happy with his music. And highest on his list of those Americans
whom he wished to reach with his "old-fashioned patriotism" are the
never-ending thousands of young high school band musicians all over the
Republic who are its ever-developing present and future.

When you play this new edition of this truly great American march
classic, please remember that Henry Fillmore always had more fun with
his music -- than anybody.

- Program Note by Frederick Fennell



Mazama
Legend of the Pacific Northwest

Mazama was commissioned by the 1984 Western International Band
Clinic as part of its ongoing Commission Project. The premiere
performance took place in Seattle on November 16, 1984, with the
composer conducting.

Part of the purpose of the Western International Band Clinic Commission
Project is to create original band works with a meaningful connection to
the Pacific Northwest. Mazama fulfills that mission by drawing upon
Native American legends in a programmatic work inspired by the people
who lived among the rugged mountains of the region. The composition
centers on Mount Mazama, the ancient volcano whose eruption
thousands of years ago formed what is now Crater Lake, using this
dramatic event as the basis for its musical narrative.

Throughout the work, members of the ensemble are asked to chant in a
style inspired by Native American traditions. The text is written
phonetically and represents a phrase translated as "Land of the
Mountains and Sea,” further enhancing the atmosphere and storytelling
of the piece.

- Program Note from the publisher



Shenandoah

Shenandoah is one of the most well-known and beloved Americana folk
songs. Originally a river song detailing the lives and journeys of fur
traders canoeing down the Missouri River, the symbolism of this
culturally-significant melody has been expanded to include its
geographic namesake - an area of the eastern United States that
encompasses West Virginia and a good portion of the western part of
Virginia - and various parks, rivers, counties, and academic institutions
found within.

Back in May of 2018, after hearing a really lovely duo arrangement of
Shenandoah while adjudicating a music competition in Minneapolis, I
asked myself, after hearing so many versions of this iconic and historic
song, how would I set it differently? I thought about it and thought
about it and thought about it, and before I realized it, I had composed
and assembled just about all of this arrangement in my head by assigning
bass notes to the melody and filling in the harmony in my head
afterwards. I would intermittently check myself on the piano to make
sure what I was imagining worked, and ended up changing almost
nothing at all from what I'd heard in my mind’s ear.

This arrangement recalls the beauty of Shenandoah Valley, not bathed in
golden sunlight, but blanketed by low-hanging clouds and experiencing
intermittent periods of heavy rainfall (created with a combination of
percussion textures, generated both on instruments and from the body).
There are a few musical moments where the sun attempts to pierce
through the clouds, but ultimately the rains win out. This arrangement of
Shenandoah is at times mysterious, somewhat ominous, constantly
introspective, and deeply soulful.

- Program Note by the composer



We Shall Overcome

Perhaps one of the most recognizable musical associations with Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr,, this particular short folk melody has become
synonymous with American Freedoms, social justice and activism for
equal rights. This arrangement was conceived when it was commissioned
by the Heidelberg University School of Music for their inaugural high
school honor’s band festival during the weekend of Dr. King’s birthday
celebration in 2019. Under the direction of Professor Jonathan Waters,
the work was performed by advanced high school students from across
the state, along with the collegiate members of the Heidelberg University
Symphonic Band, and together they provided a stirring fribute to the late
minister and civil rights activist on what would have been his 90™
birthday. Sadly, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968; which,
coincidentally, was the 7™ birthday of this composer.

Providing a beautiful and mounful tapestry for a world that longs for
peace and tranquility, this emotional work can be utilized for nearly any
occasion that honors beauty, equality, or the desire to dream of better
lives filled with peace.

- Program Note by the composer
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Route 66

Written in 1946 by songwriter Bobby Troup, "(Get Your Kicks on) Route
66" has become one of America's most recognizable road songs. Troup
composed the tune while traveling west from Pennsylvania to California
along the historic U.S. Route 66, transforming the journey into a musical
map that names many of the iconic cities along the highway. The song
was first recorded by Nat King Cole later that year and quickly became a
hit, eventually earning its place as an American standard through
recordings by artists ranging from Chuck Berry and The Rolling Stones to
Asleep at the Wheel.

Adrian Horvath's arrangement captures the infectious swing and blues
feel of the original while showcasing the full concert band's versatility.
With its driving rhythms, vibrant brass writing, and opportunities for
every section to shine, this energetic setting celebrates the spirit of
adventure, freedom, and nostalgia that made Route 66 known as
America's "Mother Road.”



Landscapes

Composer Rossano Galante is known for his cinematic writing, and
Landscapes is a vivid musical journey across the natural beauty of the
United States. Sweeping melodies, rich harmonies, and colorful
orchestration invite listeners to imagine soaring above some of the
nation’s most iconic scenery. From the rolling Appalachian Mountains and
the peaceful Shenandoah Valley to the mighty Mississippi River, the
endless Great Plains, the towering peaks of the Rocky Mountains, the
sculpted rock formations of Wyoming, the vast desert sand dunes, and
the breathtaking grandeur of the Grand Canyon.

While the composer did not assign specific locations or a formal program
to the work, Landscapes encourages each listener to create their own
visual journey. Its expansive themes and cinematic style paint vivid
musical pictures, celebrating the diverse beauty, wonder, and spirit of
America’'s natural landscapes. Enjoy the feeling of soaring over America's
most breathtaking scenery.
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